Family Economic Security Partnership (FESP) Policy Survey Highlights

127 people from 51 agencies responded to the FESP survey asking them what they thought were the key root structural causes that
contribute to poverty and their interest in addressing these issues. Highlights are shared below; to see responses to the full survey
please go to: www.firstfivecc.org/ Programs/Family Economic Security Partnership.

What part(s) of the county does your
organization work in?

What role do you play in your
organization?

Other Program
Board 15% Stajf
Member 24%
2%
m West
H Central ED/CEO
I East/Far East 14% Admin.

Staff

W South 9%
Other Exec.
Staff Program
5% Director

31%

Choose the option that best describes your organization (#)

B Non-profit agency M Public/government  m Grant-making foundation

M Faith-based organization ® Other

Inequitable criminal justice system
Insufficient living wage jobs
Need for high quality education
Lack of affordable housing
Qualifying for public benefits
Unsafe streets/neighborhoods
Institutional racism

Health inequities/disparities
Need for affordable health care
Inequitable tax structure
Government spending priorities
Public infrastructure investment
Transportation

Current immigration policy
Don't know

Other

B Reflecting on the direct
services provided to your
organization's
clients/constituents,

in your opinion what are
the most notable root
causes of the issues that
create the need for these
services?

B What do you think
your clients/constituents
would say is the most
important
structural/systemic issue
that creates their need for
direct services or
assistance?

100



http://www.firstfivecc.org/

To what extent has your organization expressed an interest in participating in community
building, policy advocacy/implementation and systems change?

H Very interested

B Somewhat interested
 Not interested

H Don't know

® Comment (Optional)

What are the barriers to your organization's ability to participate in policy work?

Lack of Board Support

Lack of time

Lack of expertise

Lack of funding

Outside of scope of work

Insufficient understanding of systemic root causes of poverty

Lack of information about systemic solutions

Lack of organizational strategies, i.e. don't know how my
organization could make a difference

Uncertainty about what types of advocacy activities are
permitted for organizations like mine

Fear of reprisal (political and/or financial) if we speak out

Lack of hope/feel like our voice doesn't matter/won't be heard

Don't Know

Other
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